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HAVE  WE  FORGOTTEN  LINCOLN? 

Address  by  Rabbi  Israel  M.  Golr'rTian 

(Rabbi,  Chizuk  Ainuno  Congregation) 
(President,  Baltimore  Jewish  Council) 
(Vice-President,  Maryland  Commission 
Interracial  Problems  and  Relations) 

At  the  ^'iNNUAL  BROTHERHOOD  SERVICE 
of  the  Baltimore  Branch,  N.A.A.C.Po 

Sunday,  February  11,  1968 
Sharp  Street  Memorial  Methodist  Church 

I.  WHAT  LINCOLN  WOULD  SAY  TO  US 

This  Brotherhood  observance  is  being  held  on  the  day  preceding  Lincoln's 
birthday.     Not  long  ago  I  was  solicited  by  mail  to  purchase  a  volume  claiming 
to  set  forth  the  genealogy  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    The  price  of  the  volume  was 
to  be  ten  dollars,  and  from  it  I  was  to  learn  all  about  the  descent  of  Lincoln. 
The  descent  of  Lincoln  is  of  very  little  importance  by  the  side  of  the  question  - 
how  shall  we  avert  a  descent  from  Lincoln?    What  can  we  do  in  order  to  ascend 
to  the  heights  on  which  he  stood?    Our  celebration  of  Lincoln's  birthday  from 
year  to  year  will  be  of  little  value  unless,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address,  we  make  it  significant  and  worthwhile,  by  dedicating  ourselves  anew 
to  the  things  for  which  he  lived  and  died.     The  important  thing  today    is  not 
what  we  here  say  of  Lincoln,  but  what  Lincoln  would  say  to  us  were  he  here  in 
this  hour.    We  know  enough  of  Lincoln's  philosophy,  of  his  moral  genius  and 
character,  to  be  able  to  consult  him  as  to  what  he  would  say  to  us  today, 

II.  AMERICA  MAJORS  IN  MINORITIES 

The  voice  of  Lincoln,  stilled  now  for  more  than  a  century,  would  call  out 
to  us  again  the  immortal  words,  "With  Malice  Toward  None,  With  Charity  For  All," 
These  simple  words  epitomize  the  essence  of  z\merican  Brotherhood,    We  in  our 
country  now  number  200  million  people.     The  one  word  that  describes  this  vast 
population  is:  "diversity.'*    /unericans  are  diverse  in  religion,  in  race,  in 
ethnic  origins.    America  is  composed  entirely  of  minorities.     In  fact,  America 


-2- 

majors  in  minorities.    The  great  question  before  us  is:  '*How  to  achieve 
unity  in  the  midst  of  diversity?"    Oh,  how  badly  we  need  national  unity  in 
America  today.     Our  land  is  torn  with  strife.    Cur  country  knows  not  domestic 
tranquility.     How  can  we  make  the  words  on  the  great  seal  of  the  United  States, 
"E  Pluribus  Unum"  -  "Out  of  Many  -  One"  -  how  can  we  make  these  words  come 
true  in  our  troubled  times?    Of  course  no  simple  answer  can  be  given.     But  the 
starting  point  has  to  be  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  America  has  become 
America  only  because  all  the  diverse  elements  within  her  have  helped  to  make 
her  the  greatest  power  on  earth.     Not  only  the  whites  but  also  the  blacks. 
Not  only  the  Christians,  but  also  the  Jews.     Not  only  the  English,  but  also  the 
Irish,  the  Italians,  the  Swedes,  the  Poles,  the  Bohemians,  and  almost  every 
other  segment  of  the  human  fairdly  on  this  wide  earth,     "'c.  are  all  Americans 
and  we  all  had  a  full  share  in  the  greatness  of  our  country.    When  I  address 
a  School  Assembly  and  hear  the  children  sing  "My  Country  Tis  of  Thee,"  I 
always  ask  myself,  "Who  has  a  right  to  sing  'My  Country'?"    And  I  look  out  upon 
the  young  people  and  I  see  white  and  black.  Catholic,  Protestant,  Jew,  native 
born  and  foreign  born,  and  I  say  to  myself  -  Everyone  of  these  children,  and 
every  one  of  their  parents,  have  the  right  -  the  undeniable  right  to  sing 
"My  Country."    All  of  these  diverse  elements  must  live  together  "with 
malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all." 

III.     A  NEW  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 

This  is  America's  dream.     But  so  often  harsh  reality  makes  it  difficult 
for  the  dream  to  come  true.     Some  minority  groups  -  and  in  our  day,  most 
especially  the  Negro  minority  -  do  not  fully  share  America's  abundance  and 
America's  greatness.     It  is  therefore  crucial  that  we  listen  once  again  to 
Lincoln's  voice.    The  Great  Emancipator  said:     "This  nation  cannot  exist  half 
slave  and  half  free."    He  also  warned:     "A  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand."    Yes,  America  today  is  a  house  divided.     Some  Americans  today, 
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in  some  areas  of  our  national  life,  are  half-slave  and  half-free. 

We  have  made  many  waste  places  in  our  land.     Our  cities  lie  under  the 
smouldering  ashes  of  despair  and  hopelessness.    The  poisons  of  alienation  and 
distrust  seep  through  the  ghetto  walls,  where  fellow-Americans  live  out 
meaningless  time,  feeding  on  the  gall  of  frustrations  waiting  for  the  hollow 
hours  of  today  to  add  themselves  to  the  emptiness  of  bitter  yesterdays. 

There  are  waste  places  in  our  land,  wherein  idle  hands  lie  useless  and 
unproductive,  work  unavailable,  withheld.     So  hunger  gnaws  at  the  vitals,  the 
hunger  for  food,  but  even  more,  the  hunger  for  acceptance. 

There  are  waste  places  in  our  land,  where  ignorance  shackles  minds  and 
spirits,  where  those  who  want  good  learning  cannot  have  it,  where  they  are 
deprived  of  their  birthright  of  decent  schooling,  and  are  forced  into  lives  of 
dark  inadequacy. 

But  we  know,  deep  down,  that  in  i\merica  it  need  not  be  so.    There  can  toe 
homes  for  all  -  adequate,  pride-giving  homes.     Jobs  for  all,  to  create  in  a 
man  a  sense  of  self-respect,  of  belonging.     There  can  be  schools  for  all  - 
beautiful  schools,  colorless. 

Homes,  jobs,  schools:  words  will  not  create  them,  nor  will  prayers  bring 
them  miraculously  into  being.     But  limitless  dedication  and  ceaseless  devotion 
to  the  great  and  awesome  tasks  that  face  us,  will, 

Frcm  those  tasks,  none  of  us  can  hold  himself  aloof.     For  these  tasks  we 
need  black  and  white  together.    White  Americans  must  heed  the  admonition  of 
Lincoln  when  he  said,  "Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  them- 
selves, and  under  the  rule  of  a  just  God  cannot  long  retain  it."  Negro 
Americans  must  beware  of  black  racism,  black  segregation,  black  violence. 
This  is  the  path  of  blind  anger  and  of  bleak  despair. 

All  /Americans  -  black  and  white  -  must  stand  together  on  the  Gettysburg 
battlegrounds  of  every  American  city  and  fight  for  the  cause  of  human 
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equality  and  human  freedom.    All  ^\raericans  united  niust  give  their  last  full 

measure  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  civil  rights.     All  /onericans,  with  one 

heart  and  hand  must  write  a  new  version    of  the  Gettysburg  Address: 

"Four  plus  seven  years  ago,  Martin  Luther  King  and  the  People  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  brought  to  this  nation,  a  new  burst  of  freedom, 
conceived  in  protest  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  black 
men  had  the  right  to  ride  up  front. 

Our  communities  are  now  met  on  the  great  battlefield  of  that  endeavor. 
Testing  t^ether  the  inherited  ideas  of  American  democracy  and  the 
principles  of  the  Judaeo-Christian  tradition  shall  long  endure.     It  is 
altogether  fitting  and  urgent  that  we  do  this;  we  must  not  allow  the 
civil  rights  field  to  become  a  final  resting  place  for  political  reaction 
and  for  social  stupidity. 

In  that  larger  sense,  we  cannot  capitulate;  we  dare  not  desecrate 
the  hallowed  ground  upon  which  we  now  stand.     Brave  men,  living  and 
dead,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  the  power  of  our  lagging  spirits 
to  add  or  detract.    The  ghettos  of  America  will  little  note,  nor  long 
remember,  the  speeches  we  make,  nor  the  resolutions  we  adopt,  but  they 
will  sure  remember  how  we  fought  the  good  fight  on  the  battlefields  of 
liberty  and  freedom.'* 


rV.     A  NEW  EMANCIPATION  FOR  NEGROES 

But  until  the  day  of  victory  comes,  we  need  to  heed,  once  again,  the 
voice  of  Lincoln,     In  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  promulgated  on  January  1, 
1863,  after  abolishing  slavery,  he  added:     "And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people 
so  declared  to  be  free  to  abstain  from  all  violence."    The  American  Negro  today 
must  become  emancipated  from  extremism,  from  riots  and  from  violence, 

I  appeal  to  the  responsible  leaders  of  the  Negro  community  to  join  with 
the  rest  of  America  in  preventing  the  deterioration  of  relations  between 
them  and  the  white  community  and  particularly  with  the  Jewish  group.    The  pro- 
liferation of  militants  and  extremists  among  the  Negroes  and  their  tendency  to 
turn  their  extremism  into  anti-Jewish  and  anti-Israel  propaganda  is  not  only 
dangerous  for  inter-group  relations  but  it  can  also  destroy  America  in  the 
procesa. 

How  ironic  that  the  Jewish  group  that  has  stood  in  the  forefront  of  action 
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for  civil  rights  throughout  the  country  and  throughout  the  years,  should 
now  be  singled  out  by  these  extremist  groups  in  their  blind  hatred  of  the 
white  conmunity.     Jews  have  been  used  as  scapegoats  before  in  history,  but 
how  pitiful  and  sad  it  is  that  some  Negroes,  in  their  frustrations,  have 
turned  into  the  blind  alley  and  self-degrading  path  of  anti-Semitism, 
denigrating    another  minority  which  has  suffered  these  many  centuries  from 
such  hurtful  statements.    Today  we  are  challenged  by  mortal  danger  from 
without  and  the  growing  anarchy  from  within.    America  must  gird  its  loins 
and  find  an  honorable  solution  to  its  international  commitments  and  new 
strength  to  reintegrate  its  citizens  into  the  great  nation  that  we  have  always 
been, 

Negro  and  white  leaders  must  stand  side  by  side  to  redeem  the  glory  of 
America  and  restore  its  image  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.    We  pledge  our  support 
in  this  sacred  undertaking*      Let  us  look  upon  each  other  as  the  brothers  that 
we  truly  are  and  turn  our  hearts    to  developing  the  equality  that  is  the  pre- 
rogative of  all  men. 

Fellow  Americans,  let  us  never  forget  Lincoln.     If  he  were  speaking  to 
us  today,  he  would  lead  us  once  again  in  the  hope  and  in  the  prayer,  "that 
this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom  and  that  the 
government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish 
from  the  earth." 
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